
Greetings Dear Ones. I can’t believe I am writing a Christmas/New 
Year newsletter article! And I’m sure I’m not the only one asking, 
“Where has the time gone?” I remember as a child, the adults making 
dire predictions that as I got older, time would fly and then I wouldn’t be 
wishing away the weeks before Christmas. That made no sense to me 
what so ever and yet here we are… 

Wait, where are we again??  

I’ve been trying to figure out just that, so as to know what to offer in this 

letter during this sacred season of peace, hope, joy and love. I‘ve been 

tempted to just enumerate all the things we’ve been doing and where 

we are heading, but found that very unsatisfactory. I was thinking of  

offering words of wisdom or contemplative notions, but was afraid I 

would use up all my sermon ideas for Advent! I, of course, hit the  

reading material that litters my kindle, bookcases and computer for 

something profound. But in my attempts to find the perfect topic, God 

offered a way to bring everything to bare in this note. Go figure. 

Last week, there was a meeting to discuss one way our church can 

look towards its future. The group contemplating what it would mean to 

become a Just Peace Church (a designation of the UCC), met to begin 

the process of moving us in that direction. While there will be more  

information to follow as we progress, a few, rather profound things  

happened, that I want to share. One of the major hurtles identified in 

our meeting was that of trying to access hope, when so many things 

seem hopeless. How do we address the enormity of any systemic  

injustice? How do we make a difference in the world when it seems so 

unmanageable, as if nothing is going to change in our lifetime? How do 

we trust that this loving kin-dom that our God had imagined isn’t some 

divine delusion leading us all down a path without a happily ever after 

ending? All very real, yet very frustrating and painful questions.  

                                                                            (continued on page 3.) 

Special points of interest: 

 Adult education 8:30 a.m. 

 Sunday morning worship at 10:00 a.m. 
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Vista Grande Community UCC is an Open and Affirming Church.  

“We, the congregation of Vista Grande Community Church United 
Church of Christ in Colorado Springs, CO declare  
ourselves to be Open and Affirming.  We strive to be a  
congregation that includes all persons, embracing differences of 
sexual orientation, gender and its expression, marital status,  
family make-up, age, mental and physical health and ability, racial 
and cultural identity or background, and educational and socio-
economic status.  We welcome all to share in the life, leadership, 
ministry, fellowship, worship, sacraments, responsibilities,  
blessings, and joys of our congregation's life in Christ.   

Pastor's Hours 

Pastor Clare is in the office 
on Wednesdays and  
Thursdays. 

The hours are flexible. 

If you’d like to meet with 
Clare, please call her at  

719-351-0168. 

2016 Steering Committee consists of  

Moderator – Erin Elkaim; Assistant Moderator – Jacque Bechthold-Blueitt; Treasurer – Dawn 
Bechthold-Blueitt; Financial Secretary – John Tinsley; Clerk – Deborah Tinsley; Members-at-
Large –  Jim Price and Jeannie Harrington 

If you are interested in what gets discussed or planned at these meetings, read the minutes 
which are posted on the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall.  Minutes are posted monthly.   Also, 
you’ll find the Income/Expense report, too. 

Page 2 VI ST A V IEW S  

The Rocky Mountain Conference  www.rmcucc.org 

Our Staff 

Pastor—Rev Clare Twomey                             Music Director—David Hudson 

Office Administrator—Donna Bristow          Nursery Attendant—Liz Bliss 

Core Purpose: 

The Rocky Mountain Conference is a faith community of over 77 UCC 

congregations in Colorado, Utah and Wyoming who support and nurture 

one another in local and wider ministry and mission, in the name of  

Jesus Christ. We are an open and welcoming denomination that pro-

claims the Gospel of Jesus Christ, celebrates diversity, honors the gifts 

of all people and seeks justice and peace for all. 

Our Core Values: 

 Covenant – While honoring autonomy, we engage in covenantal relationship with the Holy, 
our neighbors, creation, and ourselves 

 Enduring Faith – We express enduring faith in the transformational work of the Spirit 

 Continuing Testament 

 Extravagant Welcome 

 Changing Lives 
Check the website often for news and events! 
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As we struggled with these questions, a young man walked into the church. He was bundled in 
all he owned and he had just learned that the friend’s car, in which he had been allowed to sleep, 
was no longer available to him. So he came here. 

Let’s face it, we are not set up to be a shelter. And at 7:30 at night it’s difficult to know what to do 
since all resources are closed and public transportation is at a minimum. And even if it was  
earlier in the day, Springs Rescue Mission reported back in September that they have been 
above capacity throughout the summer and can only house about half of the city’s homeless 
population. In other words, it is an overwhelming issue.  

The more immediate question to our group became, “How do we plan on becoming a Just Peace 
Church without addressing the predicament our young visitor presented when he walked through 
the door?” And so I asked, “So, now what do we do?” 

Clearly, solving homelessness was not our goal. Solving his homeless problem was not our goal. 
Our goal was to do what we could in that moment. He was hungry, so we fed him. He was cold, 
so the group brainstormed and accessed a sleeping bag and blankets. He needed a place to 
land for the night, so we offered him the bench outside.  He was alone, so we talked with him. He 
needed resources to access more long term help, so we referred him to Westside Cares as he 
has been employed for the past three months on the Westside (but does not make enough for an 
apartment).  

We learned his name and he learned ours. We connected and lifted up, for a moment, our  

common humanity. And we did it because we were a community who were holding one another 

accountable, and supporting each other, to do something, in that moment.  

The story of Jesus’ birth presents the holy family as a homeless one. The innkeeper, who  
eventually offers shelter, does so with reticence and suspicion, but I like to think with some iota of 
compassion. His act did not solve the overarching problem of homelessness, or systemic racism 
or economic injustice, or imperial oppression. Here was a foreign family of two, soon to be three, 
show up seeking shelter without resources, referral or papers.  His act, would not in any way, 
change their status or the outcome of any unjust system. Yet his act set the stage for profound 
transformation and hope for innumerable generations. 

Now, I am not suggesting we become a homeless shelter. Nor do I think that we can answer  
every knock on the door with the same response. But I am suggesting that each knock should 
and will challenge us to ask, “So what do we do now?”  Advent invites into the confounding  
questions of what are we to do, in order to give or grasp a moment of hope. We are called to sit 
in the tension of the liminal space created when we are trying to be compassionate and practical 
at the same time.  It should challenge us to wrestle with what it means to be called to the  
manger.  It offers that consummate paradox of the Christ being born into such deplorable  
conditions and yet becoming, for us, the consummate expression of hope, peace, joy and love.  

Perhaps the actions of a few the other night offered-- with a mix reticence and compassion-- a 
moment of transformation and hope for all involved. Maybe that’s the ridiculous goal of being a 
follower of this babe: a quest for transformation and hope for all. And perhaps this is the some-
what vague, and even unsatisfactory answer to the question, “So what do we do now?” 

Merry Christmas, Dear People. May you be confounded by the season of Advent while you seek 
to be the expressions of Hope, Peace, Joy, Love, and Transformation, in this world. 

So Now What Do We do? By Pastor Clare   (Continued from page 1.) 
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Worship 

1st Sunday in Advent – December 3 

Theme – Peace 

2
nd

 Sunday of Advent – December 10 
Theme – Hope 
We’ll also receive new Covenantal Partners 

3
rd

 Sunday of Advent – December 17 
Theme – Joy 

Las Posadas Parade and Party - Celebrate the Journey to Bethlehem 

The Las Posadas celebration commemorates the journey of Mary and Joseph from Nazareth to 
Bethlehem and their search for shelter in preparation for Jesus’ birth. 

This was a big hit during worship in 2016, we want to share it again.  Following worship will be a 
Mexican Potluck and the piñata.  

4
th

 Sunday of Advent – December 24 at 10 a.m. 
Theme – Love 
This will be a relaxed service of morning watch. 

VGCC’s Guiding Values: 

Love, grounded in Faith and Hope;  

Acceptance that includes Respect and Welcoming;  

Caring Relationships  

(Family, Friendship, Children, Community) 

 

 

Christmas Eve – 
December 24 at 
5:30 p.m. 
A service of  
Carols and  

Candlelight. 

 

 

The First Sunday after Christmas – 
December 31 
Crystal Karr is preaching 

The First Sunday of Epiphany – January 7 
Crystal Karr is preaching 

The Second Sunday of Epiphany – January 14 

The Third Sunday of Epiphany – January 21 
Ecumenical Sunday 
Guest Speaker – Stephanie Rose 

The Fourth Sunday  

of Epiphany – January 28 

VGCC’s Annual Meeting 
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Kids’ Faith Formation  

We just held our 4
th
 

Family Faith Formation 
in 2017. We were busy 
planning for the Las  
Posadas parade to be 
held during worship on 
Dec 17. 

 

Looking ahead in 2018, we have the following 

Saturdays planned for Family Faith Formation. 

Feb 3 to introduce the Season of Lent;  

March 10 to learn about Heifer International; 

May 19 to discuss Pentecost. 

Fellowship 

Faith Formation 

Adult Faith Formation “Percolate” 

 

We are continuing our 

study of Amy-Jill Lev-

ine’s book, The Misun-

derstood Jew.   

Upon completion of that 

we will discuss The Lilac 

Girls by Martha Hall Kelly.  As usual, we 

meet around 8:30 on Sunday mornings.  All 

are welcome and the coffee will be ready! 

Epiphany Open House 

The annual Jo Wasson Epiphany Open House will be held this year 2-5 p.m. Jan. 7 at Black 
Forest Community Church on the corner of Shoup and Black Forest Rd. Bring large-sized 
canned goods to support the soup kitchen at La Puente. 

Women’s Fellowship – Saturday December 9 at 10:30 a.m. 

This is our Annual Women’s Brunch and Cookie Exchange at 
Roberta Povelite’s home. 
Bring a few dozen cookies; we’ll sample and take an  
assortment of cookies home. 

Also bring a Brunch dish to share. 

Contemplative Conversations meets on Tuesdays at 6 p.m. 

"Contemplative conversations in an informal group that meets weekly to explore personal, 
spiritual journeys. We talk about pertinent topics which influence our spiritual lives.  This group 
is an opportunity to share our spirituality outside of the traditional worship setting. It is not  
necessary to attend every meeting in order to participate." 



V OLU ME  4 1  Page 6 

UPDATE on our Mission Pledges 

In December 2016, many folks pledged to give to our wider missions. Those pledges came in 
at $7504.  From those pledges, Vista Grande pledged to give each of our missions an amount 
that was equal to or more than what we had collected in previous mission drives. 

As of Sep 30, 2017 we have received $4383 of that pledge and have paid out $4378.  The  

remaining received will be paid out at the end of December. If you pledged financially to these 

missions, this is a reminder to try and meet that pledge by Dec 31.  Currently, we are $700 

short of our financial pledge to these missions.  The mission team thanks you for your  

generous support of cash and in kind giving. 

Mission 

The Christmas Fund (one of the UCC 5 for 5 offerings),  
provides direct financial assistance to retired and active  
United Church of Christ authorized ministers and lay employ-
ees and their surviving spouses, including pension and health 
premium supplementation, emergency assistance, and 
Christmas thank-you checks.  A ministry of the Pension 
Boards, the offering is received annually on Christmas Eve. 

Your gift to the Christmas Fund will not only assist pastors, 

but also provide for the Supplementation of Small Annuities, 

Supplementation of Health Premiums, Emergency Grants, 

and Christmas “Thank You” Gift Checks next December to 

lower-income retirees. 

Your gifts are needed more than ever to help the growing 

number of retirees whose low-income annuities make it  

difficult to meet increasing living costs. This is your opportuni-

ty to participate in God's promise of renewal by enabling this 

ministry of compassion and care. 

 

Family Promise 

A huge thank you to all the 
folks who prepared and 
served the meal on Nov. 20 
for the folks were currently 
in the program. There were 
5 adults and 11 children 
who benefitted from your 
gracious support and  
hospitality.   

Our next time to host is 

Monday February 19, 2018 

We’ll cook and serve at 

central United Methodist 

Church on Galley Rd. 

Los Pobres 

El Centro de Los Pobres (The Center for the Poor) is a non-profit or-
ganization meeting the daily survival needs of immigrant  
workers with low-paying jobs. The mission is to serve the  
immigrant poor and local indigent citizens by providing those things 
necessary for survival: food, clothing, and when possible, shelter  

All year, we have had the steady support of this mission. Thanks to  

Rev Faye Gallegos and her team for making the many treks to  

Avondale with all of your donations! 



Page 7 NE WS LE TT ER  TI T LE  

  
The Mission Task Force met on November 26

th
 and established its regular meeting time as short-

ly after church on the last Sunday of the month.  

We would like to schedule “Reflective Moments” once a month to keep the congregation abreast 
of each of our missions including our 5 for 5.  On December 3, Erika spoke of Los Pobres and 
requested that we all consider buying a $25 King Soopers gift card to give to a Los Pobres family.  
We will be collecting them on December 17

th
.  On December 24 Deborah will speak about the 

Christmas Fund (one of our 5 for 5 denomination missions.) 

We will use announcement time to talk about Coffee, LOGO and Change for Change.   

We chose our missions for 2018. They will be Family Promise, Inside-Out Youth Services, Los 
Pobres, and One Nation Walking Together.  We also decided to use the “Change for Change” 
monies for the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund. 

Our next meeting will be December 31
st
.   Agenda items currently are: 

Rewriting our mission statement 
How to make our missions more robust 
Ideas on changing tables 
Committing the $2,200 from the silent auction 
 

All our meetings are open.  Please join us.  If you would like to submit an item for the agenda, 
please see Jeannie or Nancy. 

Mission 

A UCC Initiative—-The Three Great Loves  
 
The United Church of Christ has a vision of a just world for all. 
In this world all are welcomed, everyone is loved and justice is 
inherent. The 3 Great Loves is the denomination’s opportunity 
to express how our Love of Neighbor, Love of Children, and 
Love of Creation work together to address the inequities in 
our current world.  
 
Over the course of the next two years, through the lens of the  
3 Great Loves, the United Church of Christ tells the story of how 
we are impacting and transforming the world, united in common 
pur-pose and mission.  
 
During these upcoming two years, there will be moments of special invitation to participate in 
this de-nomination-wide undertaking. One by one we will focus on each of the 3 Great Loves 
in service to our communities.  
 
Our expression of love, is and will be our living testimony.  
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Membership and Facilities 

Cleaning Schedule   

Nov 25 and Dec 2—Donna and Dave Bristow 

Dec 9 and 16—Erika Borboa and Jon Forshee 

Dec 23 and 30—Jackie and Jerry Moore 

Jan 6 and 13—Kelli and Tim Baptist 

Jan 20 and 27- Carolyn and Lyn Gunning 

December Birthdays 

The Rev. Bob Howard died peacefully in hospice on December 2nd. Bob was a long time 
member of Vista Grande where he shared his love and passion for good theology! We love him 
dearly, and his presence and spirit will be greatly missed. 

Memorial services will be held at Vista Grande Community Church, UCC.  

Cards may be sent to Jeremy Howard at 636 N 30
th
 St, Colorado Springs, CO  80904. 

The Wider Church – The Southeastern Association 

On Sunday, January 7, the Rev Sarah B Linn will be installed as Pastor and teacher of 
Creede Community Church UCC in Creede CO.  Sarah has been serving Creede since her 
arrival in May 2017.  The installation service will occur during the morning worship at 11 a.m. 
If you want to take a Sunday drive to Creede, you are invited to attend. 

 5 Maurine Hale 

 5 Nicolas Siebert 

 6 Ruth Eastwood 

 7 Mel Druelinger 

10 Jan Morgan 

10 Charlie Morgan 

10 Ellen Barry 

12 Michelle Wright 

19 Brenda Collins 

23 Erin Elkaim 

26 Evelline “Evee” Martin 

January Birthdays 

 
12 Jeanne Harrington 

12 John Tinsley 

14 Isaiah King 

18 David Bristow 

20 Bev Price 

21 Jan Kolm 

23 Nicolas “Nico” Garcia 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Sunday Schedule 

8:30 am Adult Faith Formation 

10 am MultiGen Worship 

11:15 am Fellowship    

  1 2 

9:30 am  Family Faith 

Formation and Deco-

rating for Advent 

 

3 

Sunday Schedule 

Communion 

First Sunday of Advent 

4 

 

5 pm  Bylaws 

Mtg 

5 

3:30 pm Choir 

6 pm Contem-

plative Conver-

6 

 

9:30 a.m.—Prayer 

Shawl 

7 8 9      10:30 am Wom-

en’s Fellowship  

Brunch and Cookie 

Exchange (off site) 

10 

Sunday Schedule 

Second Sunday of Advent and 

New Covenanting Partners 

11 

 

5 pm  Steering 

Committee 

12 

 

6 pm Contem-

plative Conver-

13 

8 am Men’s Breakfast 

at Wade’s Café 

4:30 pm Choir 

14 15 16 

17 

Sunday Schedule 

Las Posadas and Mexican 

Feast 

18 19 

 

6 pm Contem-

plative Conver-

20 

 

 

4:30 pm Choir 

21 22 23 

24 

10 am  Morning Watch 

5:30 pm  Candlelight Service 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

25 26 

 

Pastor Clare is 

on vacation this 

27 28 29 30 

31 

10 am  Worship 

11:15 am Mission Mtg 

Crystal Karr is preaching 

1      

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Sunday Schedule 

8:30 am Adult Faith 

Formation 

10 am MultiGen Worship 

11:15 am Fellowship    

1 2 3 

 

9:30 am Prayer Shawl  

Ministry 

4:30 pm Choir 

4 5 6 

 

9:30 am  

Undecorating “party” 

7 

Sunday Schedule 

Communion 

First Sunday of Epiphany 

Crystal Karr Preaching 

8 

 

5 pm Steering 

Committee 

9 

 

6 pm Contempla-

tive Conversa-

tions 

10 

 

8 am Men’s Breakfast at 

Wade’s Cafe 

4:30 pm Choir 

11 12 13 

14 

 

Sunday Schedule 

15 16 

 

6 pm Contempla-

tive Conversa-

tions 

17 

 

9:30 am Prayer Shawl  

Ministry 

4:30 pm Choir 

18 19 20 

21 

Sunday Schedule 

Guest Speaker—

Stephanie Rose  

Ecumenical Sunday 

22 23 

 

6 pm Contempla-

tive Conversa-

tions 

24 

 

4:30 pm Choir 

25 26 27 

28 

 

Sunday Schedule 

Annual Meeting 

29 30 

 

6 pm Contempla-

tive Conversa-

tions 

31 

 

4:30 pm Choir 

  



COME, GROW WITH US 

We are a caring church for thinking people, 
an inclusive community of faith, united in 
our common quest to know God, inspired by 
the spirit of Jesus, and committed to sharing 
that love in ways that will make a difference 

in the world. 

We are the Open and Affirming (ONA) 

Church in Northeast Colorado Springs. 

 
VISTA GRANDE COMMUNI TY 

CHURCH 

United Church of Christ 

Location: 5460 N Union Blvd 

Colorado Springs, CO 

Mailing: PO Box 26030 COS 80936 

Email: vgcc.ucc@att.net 

719-599-3057 

www.vgcc.org 

 

 

 

 

Vista Grande Community Church’s Annual Meeting 
Sunday, January 28, immediately following the worship service. 

 

This is the time we review the past year. We’ll hear how we have 

been: living the Church’s Mission; meeting the goals of our church; 

being fiscally responsible with our property and finances (income 

and expenditures); building relationships; and providing meaningful 

worship and faith formation for all. 

We’ll also vote on the 2018 budget. 


