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Well, here we are. Turning the corner towards our future. This is the year
when we will know if we are staying at this location or if we will venture out
to find another tangible home. We will know more about some specifics in
the next month or two and I will at that time, offer some more information
so you will know what is happening as we find out. In the meantime, I
encourage all of us to remain hopeful for all of the possibilities we will have
before us, regardless of where we land. These are exciting and sometimes
anxiety producing times for sure! But as an amazing community of faith I
have no doubts about our potential to remain a driving force for welcoming
and justice!
In the meantime, I want to offer you, once more, the poetry of Rev. Allyson
Sawtell. This was the last poem in her Creation Worship, the piece which
gave us the rich material we used during our creation services at the end
of Lent into Easter. It is my hope that this piece reminds all of us that “The
spirit of God has filled the universe with possibilities!”

The Southeastern Association is sponsoring a Sacred Conversations
to End Racism (SC2ER) 8-part workshop. Beginning May 5.
Race is not Real. Race does not exist biologically nor anthropologically,
neither is there any reference to race in the 66 canonized books of the
Bible. Race is neither scientific nor sacred. Race is an artificial social
construct, and it serves a social function.

Racism is Real. “Racism originates from the unholy belief that there are
human groups with particular social and physical characteristics that make
them superior o... o...r inferior to another human group.” – Rev. Traci
Blackmon, Executive Minister Justice and Local Church Ministries, United
Church of Christ
You are invited to begin a restorative justice journey with
Sacred Conversations to End Racism (SC2ER).
Come join this essential eight-week study beginning May 5 at Vista
Grande UCC, 5460 N. Union Blvd. in Colorado Springs, from 1 to 3 p.m.
{continued on page 7.)
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 Sunday morning worship at 10:00 a.m.

The Rocky Mountain Conference
Save the date for the 45th Annual Celebration of the Rocky Mountain
Conference, June 6-8, 2019, at Two Rivers Convention Center in
Grand Junction, Colorado!
THEME
We are thrilled to announce the theme for this year's Annual Celebration:
Embracing the Spirit of Joy and Light. As we look to the future, our spirits
soar with the anticipation of new possibilities! Let us draw together as we
continue listening for spirit, strengthening our connection, and tipping
towards the enduring good. Registration will open later this month, and we will be sure to let you
know when it does.
AGENDA
The schedule is still tentative, but here a few things you can plan on: Optional Boundary
Training will take place on Thursday morning, check-in will begin Thursday afternoon, and there
will be a fun Welcome Reception on Thursday night. Friday will feature keynote speaker John
Dominic Crossan with additional programming throughout the day. Friday night we will
have our Celebration Banquet with a presentation of certificates, followed by live music and
dancing! On Saturday morning, we will gather at First Congregational Church, Grand Junction
for our
Administry Business Meeting. Annual Celebration will officially conclude with a powerful worship
service with special guest preacher John Dominic Crossan late-morning on Saturday. In
addition, First Congregational is hosting their annual Holmgren Lectureship Series featuring
John Dominic Crossan Saturday afternoon through Sunday (6/8-6/9). A separate registration is
available through First Congregational Grand Junction.
Our Staff
Pastor—Rev Clare Twomey

Music Director—David Hudson

Seminary Student Intern—Mallory Everhart
Office Administrator—Donna Bristow
Pastor's Hours

Nursery Attendant—Valerie Karr

The hours are flexible.
If you’d like to meet with Clare,
please call her at 351-0168
2019 Executive Committee voted in on Jan. 27, 2019 consists of
Moderator – Brian Sojourner; Assistant Moderator – Kayan Cross; Treasurer –
Dana Zimmerman; Financial Secretary – John Tinsley; Clerk – Deborah Tinsley;
Members-at-Large – Carol Burbank and Jeannie Harrington
Member in Discernment—Brian Sojourner
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Continued from Page 1.
Let Us Sing As We Go
Allyson Sawtell ©2019
Let us sing as we go. May our struggles and our concern for the planet never take away the joy of our
hope.
Laudato Si’ Paragraph 244
Let us sing as we go –
The voice of God inside each of us murmurs and pulls at our hearts
“something is not right”
Denial dissipates,.
and we dare.

Let us sing as we go –
We are all connected to each other
Web of Life, sharing our common home.
Let us sing as we go –
And thus….
….we won’t stop at despair
…hope is born in what we can do,
the difference we can make
Let us sing as we go –
…of a beauty that is too much to hold
…of a connectedness which is love
Let us sing as we go –
joyfully with no right to bring extinction, for we are simply within and not above
the web of life.
Let us sing as we go,
startled by beauty, struck by awe,
connected to the soul of Creation,
Let us sing as we go –
We are set free for healing and for hope, to resist and rejoice.
Let us sing as we go –
The spirit of God has filled the universe with possibilities!
Courage and transformation are real!
Praise be!

ARTICLE 43

Page 3

Brian Sojourner (Member in Discernment)

Greetings Vista Grande Community Church UCC,
As many of you know I am the newly elected moderator for Vista Grande Community Church
UCC. I am slowly getting to know you all in various settings, ministries, team meetings and
just personal one on one encounters in worship on Sunday morning or after worship at
coffee hour. Some of you may know I am also a member in discernment for ordained
ministry in the United Church of Christ. For me this is a process of listening to the Divine in
all of us gathered as part of the One Universal Church. I am discerning this ministry with you
all because I believe the Spirit is alive at Vista Grande Community Church UCC! My mother
always told me to trust the Holy Spirit and said She is not a Spirit of fear...but of power, love
and serenity. I feel God's power and love here which does bring me back to serenity. God is
alive here and now. We are all called for such at time as this. Wow! What a time to be alive.
We are a prophetic church for social justice in Colorado Springs. We take mission work and
giving seriously. But we don't take ourselves to seriously as we are full of laughter, joy, and
good humor. Of course we take PRIDE in our parade!
 It is such a joy for me to sojourn
(to much?) with you in these testing times of ours. I will continue to be mindful of the Divine
in you as you are mindful of the Divine me and may we all be mindful of the Divine in the
world.
Blessings, Brian Sojourner
Outreach Ministry Announcement:
Finding Home on Friday evenings at 6:30 p.m. at Vista Grande led by Mallory Everhart
Mallory is currently a ministry intern graduating from Iliff School of Theology - June 6.
At Finding Home, we believe everyone is on a unique journey. If you’re looking for a spiritual
community without the baggage, you’re welcome to travel with us for as little or as long as
you like. We aren’t in it to tell you what your next steps are. We’re trying to figure that out, too.
The one thing we know is that we are better together.
Finding Home is an LGBTQ+ affirming, recovery (whatever that means to you) affirming
community of spiritual seekers. If this sounds like something you’re into, you’re welcome.
Come join us for dinner, conversation, singing, ritual, and practice.
Questions? Contact Mallory at findinghomecos@gmail.com

VGCC’s Guiding Values:
Love, grounded in Faith and Hope;
Acceptance that includes Respect and Welcoming;
Caring Relationships
(Family, Friendship, Children, Community)
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Worship
Hello Friends, the Worship Team has changed its meeting days to the 2nd Monday of each
month at 6 p.m. Our next meeting will be Monday, May 13 at 6 p.m. You do not have to be on
the team to join us. We are always looking for creative and dedicated people to join us! Even if
you don't think you are creative you can join us!
Holy Week …
April 18 - Maundy Thursday service, 5:30. Foot washing and communion.
April 19 - (Good Friday) Service of Lamentation, 12 p.m. A number of us have suffered
personal losses--of family members, friends, long lived in homes-- this year and are experiencing overwhelming grief. Others watch as the nation they thought they knew, appears to be in a
state of chaos and collapse. Still others, want to be able to be a supportive presence to those in
need in this world. This service will offer us the opportunity to be in a comforting place, with
those whom we love and who love us. All are invited on this sacred day to be in prayer with one
another and with our Beloved.
Good Friday Foot Washing
Please join us as we offer to wash the feet and give new socks to people who are experiencing
homelessness on Good Friday at 2 p.m. We see this as both an act of worship and a sign of
social justice. Too often those who live outside of homes feel unwanted, unloved, and unworthy. We want to offer to wash their feet and give them new socks to honor them, to show them
that they are loved, worthy, and deserving. If you are interested in joining us please contact
Crystal at ckarr97@gmail.com or text or call at 719.247.0320
April 21—Easter
April 28—A2A—Guest Preacher Rev. Kevin Petit

Faith Formation

Adult Faith Formation “Percolate”
Burying White Privilege: Resurrecting a Badass Christianity by Miguel A.
De La Torre
Miguel A. De La Torre is a professor of social ethics and Latinx Studies at
Iliff School of Theology in Denver, CO. He is a modern Amos-like prophet
who speaks a clarion message against myopic American Christianity.
Join First Congregational Church in Colorado Springs for its annual
James W. White Lectureship Series on May 10-12, 2019, with this year's
guest, Rev. Dr. Miguel De La Torre. The theme for the weekend is
"Embracing Hopelessness: Shaking Up the Powers that Be." Please
contact
Candace Woods (candace@fcucc.org) with any questions.

Page 5

VISTA VIEWS

Mission
Vision for Mission
Mission/Outreach is an integral part of VGCC ministries. We will pursue opportunities that are
reflective of Justice and Peace, denominational and ecumenical, local and global,
participatory and financial. Our mission and outreach will make a difference – empowering
recipients and inspiring givers to act in the spirit of Christ; exemplifying the 3 Great Loves:
Love of Neighbor; Love of Children; Love of Creation.
Mission in Action

We continue to be in relationship with our four local missions:
Family Promise, Inside-Out Youth Services, Los Pobres and One Nation
Walking Together. We are also continuing to sponsor Community
Conversations with the Youth Documentary Academy. We are on track to
continue to be a 5 for 5 church of the United Church of Christ, with our
financial contributions to: Our Church’s Wider Mission, One Great Hour of
Sharing, Strengthen the Church, Neighbors in Need, and the Christmas
Fund.

Mission Action Team

(Jeannie Harrington and Nancy Morlock-Hollins, Co-Chairs)
Sunday April 28 at 1 p.m. at Vista Grande.
YDA enables youth from Colorado Springs to find a
voice and share intimate stories, values and ideas from their own lived experiences. Students
make films about a range of social and community issues including race and racial stereotyping, PTSD and traumatic brain injury, gender and self-image, LGBT issues, adoption, suicide
and mental health, and immigration. By transposing their own deeply personal stories into
community-wide conversations, YDA and its filmmakers are connecting meaningfully to the
world around them.

Family Promise
Vista Grande will be serving the meal for the folks who are in the program on Monday April
15 at 5:30 p.m. at Central United Methodist Church. A signup sheet for food items and servers. is posted in Fellowship Hall.
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SC2ER Continued from page 1.
Phase One is an eight-part series which uncovers the history that is foundational to how race
categories were constructed, who constructed and sanctioned race as a model for American
society, and what role the Christian church played in supporting the division of humanity by skin
color categories as a means for instituting global colonialism and imperialism.
**Please note that this study is a much more extensive and comprehensive program than that of
the “White Privilege Curriculum.” You do not need to have participated in that study to participate
in SC2ER.
For additional information or to register, please contact Rev. Clare Twomey at
revclare1@gmail.com. This is a free event. You are asked only to bring an open mind and a
willingness to be in honest conversation.
Racism is a philosophy based on contempt for life. It is the arrogant assertion that one race is the
center of value and object of devotion, before which other races must kneel in submission.” -MLK, Jr.

Vision Team
The on-going work of the church in visioning
our future was helped by a World Café in November of last year. Not surprising to anyone
engaged in the work of the church were the
tabulations of values the church either lives out
of now, or wishes to live out of. Consistency,
good teaching and preaching ranked highly, as
did the gathered community, both in having the
community, seeing it continue, and in participation by all who call this their spiritual home.
Giving was another highly rated value: it is true
that VG takes mission work seriously, but this
indicates giving to the church, in order to do
the work and continue to be a progressive
voice in Colorado Springs, was a high value as
well. Fellowship, the time spent together in the
different groups and in casual enjoyment, was
rated highly.
VG would seem to be a high commitment
church: there are expectations of support, both
financially and in taking part personally, for the
good of the community. Humor and joy were
rated very highly; while we take the work of the
church seriously, it seems we don’t take ourselves seriously, and that we delight in delight.
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While this brief overview does not encompass all
the findings of the World Café, it does help in
visioning a direction. Vision Task Force will continue to develop that vision and report to the
congregation with newsletter items, with information on the Vision Board in Fellowship Hall
(the yellow one), and in “Did you know” moments during worship. The Vision Team invites
everyone to be part of the process.
As we face an uncertain future, as to whether or
not we sell our building, we are committed to the
scriptural mandate of Matthew 25: 35-40 (among
many other biblical references that ground our
work) to be the body of Christ where ever we
are. We are not afraid of the future and what it
might bring, for we know who holds the future.
As active, engaged, supportive and committed
participants, each of us enriches the church with
the values we cherish, and the joy we love living
into.

Vision Task Force meets the first Thursday of the
month at VG, 5:30 p.m. Generally, there is a light
meal of soup and bread, and all are invited. Currently involved are Dana, Crystal, Jon, Erika, Brian, Lorraine, Jeannie, Kathy, Kayan, Deborah.
Contact any of these people for more information,
or come to the next meeting, May 2 at 5:30 p.m.
VISTA VIEWS

Covenantal Partners
May Birthdays

April Birthdays
2

Nancy Morlock-Hollins

2

Liz Bliss

16

Donna Bristow

17

Carolyn Gunning

18

Jax Hyatt

19

Dawn Bechthold-Blueitt

26

Jim Price

26

Anna Kolm
Sami Solomon-Klebba

30

14
19
19
21
22
23

Randy Wright
Allyra Quarles
Maggie Jusell
Kevin Gardner
Carol Wisely
June Bartyzel

23

Dorion
Justin Hollins
Brason Spaniol
Jennifer Strombeck
Theo Pope
Eva Baptist
Dick Burbank

27
27

28
28
28
30

May Anniversaries:
May 6

Anniversaries:

Apr 23 Erin and Jon Elkaim
April 27 Luke and Audrey Cherney

Jan Kolm and Marcie Wegner

May 22 Max and Maurine Hale
May 22 Joshua and Carrie Barnes
May 29 Dave and Donna Bristow

Cleaning Schedule
Mar 30 and Apr 6—Jan Morgan and Erin Elkaim
Apr 13 and 20—Bob, Nancy, and Julia Hollins
Apr 27 and May 4—Rosemary McBride and Sons
May 11 and May 18—Jerry and Jackie Moore
May 25 and June 1—Lyn and Carolyn Gunning

Facilities Team has scheduled an outdoor clean-up day on Saturday May 4th from 9-noon. Bring water, hat, gloves, sunscreen, and
trash bags. Raking, trash pickup, weed removal, bush and tree trimming among other fun activities for all ages!!
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The Wider Church

You’re invited to the United Church of Christ’s Thirty-Second
General Synod!
The Moderator, Mr. Norman Williams, the Assistant Moderator, the Rev. Penny Lowes,
the United Church of Christ Board of Directors, the Officers of the Church, and the members of the Wisconsin Conference of the United Church of Christ invites you to attend the
Thirty-second General Synod that will be held in
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, June 21-25, 2019!
The theme for the 32nd General Synod is based on the scripture Matthew 5:16
“In the same way let your light shine before others . . .”
“When we light just one candle in the darkness, it illuminates dimly, but when many
candles are lit, and all let their lights shine, together we can bring brightness to the
world.” ― The Rev. Franz Rigert, Wisconsin Conference Minister.
Always an extraordinary event in the life of the Church, delegates and visitors will
experience dynamic workshops, generative plenary sessions, inspirational worship,
engaging youth activities, special banquets, and luncheons. Delegates will conduct the
business of the denomination and set priorities for our ministries. Keynote speakers will
offer illumination and insight into challenges that face our congregations and communities. And delegates and visitors alike will stand up for issues that demand a faithful
witness, worship together, and participate in local community service projects.
The Local Arrangements Committee (LAC), under
the leadership of Debbie and Tom Payden, Bonnie
Andrews and Tim Perkins, has been hard at work
preparing to welcome you to
Milwaukee. This committee is the local hands-on
connection for General Synod, representing 219
local churches and nearly 42,000 members! The
function of the LAC is to provide overall support to
the General Synod, ensure that you are warmly
welcomed and that you fully experience this great celebration of our wider church famiSave These Dates
Annual Outdoor Worship and Picnic—Sunday August 25 at Fox Run Park
Women’s Retreat—Saturday Sept 7 at La Foret
Family Promise Fundraiser Walk—Sunday Sept 8 downtown COS
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Sunday Schedule
Kevin Petit preaching
on A2A
Mission Mtg

9 am—Coffee and
Conversation

30

29

23

28

22

21

9 am—Coffee and
Conversation

9 am—Coffee and
Conversation

5:30 pm
Family Promise
(off site)

Sunday Schedule
Palm Sunday

16

9 am—Coffee and
Conversation

Sunday Schedule
Easter

15

14

Sunday Schedule
Communion

7:00 pm Choir
Rehearsal

24

7:00 pm Choir
Rehearsal

17

8 am Men’s Breakfast
7:00 pm Choir
Rehearsal

25

5:30 p.m.
Maundy Thurs

18

11

9

7

10

5:30 pm
Vision Mtg

7:00 pm Choir
Rehearsal

9 am—Coffee and
Conversation

8
5 pm Executive
Council
6:00 pm
Worship Team

4

Thu

3

Wed

2

1

Tue

Sunday Schedule
8:30 am Adult Faith
Formation
10 am MultiGen Worship
11:15 am Fellowship

Mon

Sun

April 2019

6:30 pm Finding
Home

26

19
Noon—Service of
Lamentation
6:30 pm Finding
Home

6:30 pm Finding
Home

12

6:30 pm Finding
Home

5

Fri

27

20

13

6

Sat

Sun
Sunday Schedule
8:30 am Adult Faith
Formation
10 am MultiGen Worship
11:15 am Fellowship
5
Sunday Schedule
Baptism
Communion
1 pm—SC2ER
Class begins
12

Mon

6

13
5 pm Executive Council
6:00 pm
Worship Team

7:00 pm Choir
Rehearsal

1

Wed

9

5:30 pm
Vision Mtg

2

Thu

10

6:30 pm Finding
Home

3

Fri

11

9-noon
All Church Spring
Cleanup

4

Sat

May 2019

8

17

Tue

7

8 am Men’s Breakfast
7:00 pm Choir
Rehearsal

16

6:30 pm Finding
Home

6:30 pm Finding
Home

9 am—Coffee and
Conversation

15

Just Peace Mtg

31

6:30 pm Finding
Home

18

14

7:00 pm Choir
Rehearsal

9 am—Coffee and
Conversation

Sunday Schedule
1 pm—SC2ER

25

22

24

21

7:00 pm Choir
Rehearsal

Sunday Schedule
1 pm—SC2ER

30

23
9 am—Coffee and
Conversation

29

20

28

7:00 pm Choir
Rehearsal

19

27

9 am—Coffee and
Conversation

Wedding

26

Memorial Day

6:30 pm Finding
Home

Sunday Schedule
Mission Mtg
1 pm—SC2ER
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VISTA GRANDE
COMMUNITY CHURCH

United Church of Christ
Location: 5460 N Union Blvd
Colorado Springs, CO
Mailing: PO Box 26030 COS 80936
Phone: 719-599-3057
Email: admin@vgcc.org

COME, GROW WITH US
We are a caring church for thinking people,
an inclusive community of faith, united in
our common quest to know God, inspired by
the spirit of Jesus, and committed to sharing
that love in ways that will make a difference
in the world.
We are the Open and Affirming (ONA)
Church in Northeast Colorado Springs.

Vista Grande Community UCC is an
Open and Affirming Church.
“We, the congregation of Vista Grande
Community Church United Church of Christ
in Colorado Springs, CO declare ourselves
to be Open and Affirming. We strive to be
a congregation that includes all persons,
embracing differences of sexual orientation, gender and its expression, marital status, family make-up, age, mental and physical health and ability, racial and cultural
identity or background, and educational
and socio-economic status. We welcome
all to share in the life, leadership, ministry,
fellowship, worship, sacraments, responsibilities, blessings, and joys of our
congregation's life in Christ.
“No matter who you are or where you
are on life’s journey, you are welcome
here.”

Vista Grande UCC is a Just Peace Church.
“We, the Covenantal Partners of Vista
Grande Community Church United Church
of Christ, declare ourselves a Just Peace
Church. As a congregation and as
individuals, we prayerfully strive to live out
Jesus’ non-violent words and actions in
treating all people and the environment with
dignity and respect. With humility, we seek
to establish relationships with others
through what may be uncomfortable
conversations. While calling attention to
imbalances of power and privilege, we will
promote peacemaking and work to resist
and dismantle religious, political, economic
and social systems of oppression. We
acknowledge that peace and justice work is
a dynamic process, and we will need to
grow continually in our empathy in order to
have a positive impact in our homes, neighborhoods, communities, nation and world.”

